
June 2011 Newsletter 

1 

Freeway Lace Guild Newsletter
The Freeway Lace Guild 

 
Charter Chapter of  

International Old Lacers, Inc. 
 

The guild’s purpose: Promote interest in fine old laces 
and to preserve them for posterity; study the history of 

lace; learn the names of laces; make laces; and hold lace 
exhibits. 

 
Meetings are held from 9:30am to 3pm on the third 

Saturday of the month at: 

Pasadena Christian Church 
789 N. Altadena Drive • Pasadena, CA 91107 

 
There are two exceptions: Annual FLG Lace Day replaces 
the November meeting and the December meeting is held 

on the first Saturday of December. 
 

 President:  Julia Brock 

 Membership VP:  Joanne Andre 

 Program VP:  Maria Provencher 

 Secretary:  Lynn Oliver 

 Treasurer:  Alan Brown 

 Historian:  D’Ann Barton 

 Refreshment Coord:  D’Ann Barton 

 Demonstrations:  Bill McConnell 

 Demo Hour Queen:  Rita Taylor  

 Lace Day Co-Chairs:  Julia Brock 

  Joanne Andre 

 Newsletter:   D’Ann Barton 

 Librarian:  Vibs Clausen 

 Website:  Rayne & Lance Wilcox 

 

 
Please submit newsletter information: 

Phone: 818.891.1526 or dannbarton@gmail.com by the 
4th Saturday of the month.  

For more lace information, see our website at 

FreewayLaceGuild.org and our IOLI website at 
InternationalOldLacers.org 

 

 

German Torchon Spider 

Are there any Torchon techniques you need help with? 
This is an opportunity to work with our experienced 
lacemakers and get those much needed skills. Julia Brock 
and Sylvia Fellows will be on hand, and they can also help 
you with Idrija questions. There may be other teachers 
on hand, as well, so bring that on-going project and clear 
a pillow just in time for Lia's class. 
 
Maria will share the antique spider with those interested. 
This is a bit different from the modern spider and was 
shared with us by Alex Stillwell and is illustrated in the 
drafting Torchon Lace Patterns by Alex in Chapter 6: 
Borders. This is a more advanced Torchon technique so 
you should have completed all the Cook basic exercises 
or the equivalent to try it. You will need 13 pairs with 
tatting thread or a bit larger thread. Whatever you have 
left on some bobbins should work. Abigail did the 
exercise with Alex, and we thought we could share this 
early method of making a spider on an edge. 
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Nancy  

 

Summer has finally hit with all her heat. What a great 
time to stay indoors and make lace. A floating pillow and 
chair in a pool sounds too cool to be realistic, but it is 
tempting. 

Thank you to Virgadean Richmond for teaching a great 
knitting/crochet class for making a necklace with beads. 
 I will be making more of these cute little necklaces in 
other colors. 

Drop by July 16th to learn the differences between 
antique spiders from Germany and modern lace spiders 
with Maria Provencher.  Bring your UFO's and projects to 
share and help or get help. 

Also, next meeting will be the last chance to receive a 
memento from Kathie Shultz' estate. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you. Keep cool and keep 
those bobbins and shuttles flying! 

Julia 

Meeting Minutes: 

President Julia Brock called the June 18, 2011 meeting of 
the Freeway Lace Guild to order at 10:30am. Rita T made 
a motion for two corrections to the May Newsletter: the 
heading ―Ramza enjoying her tatting class‖ should be 
changed to ―Shelia B. enjoying her tatting class,‖ and 
name change on page 3 ―Ragmila Zuman‖ to Radmila 
Zuman. Virgadean R. moved to 2nd the motion.  

We welcomed four new members today: Loretta 
Gonzales, Marlene Mize who enjoys knitting and 
crocheting, Tamara Scott, and Jacci Hinz (Judy 
Anderson’s student). Also, it was good to have member 
Stella Wenger with us today. 

Adrienne M. received a gift of Swiss bobbins from the 
Frances Estate, an Arizona lacer: Yeah! Arizona lacers 
saw the picture showing her using clothespins for 
bobbins, and one very kind lacer sent her a couple dozen. 

Treasury: Alan reported a balance of $14,600.  

Hilda’s Estate Sale: Hilda had been involved with 50 
crafts. At September’s Hedgehog Lace-In (Sept. 10-11) 
there will be items for lacers to purchase. 

Hedgehog Lace-In: The Hedgehogs have invited us to join 
them on June 25th for a field trip to a super bead shop 
located between 8th and 9th in the Fabric District.  

The Bead Factory 
810 S. Maple, Los Angeles 90014 

213.624.2121 

Demonstration Hours: Rita reported that 5,000 
hours were turned in by our Guild.  

Next month’s meeting will require ―creative driving‖ as 
the 405 freeway will be closed between the 101 and 
the 10. 

THANK YOU to Virgadean Richmond for teaching a great 
knitting/crocheting necklace with beads class.  

Show ‘N Tell Time:  

 Virgadean R. – 7 Hara necklaces and 3 shawls, 
patterns to come! 

 Julie B. – Schneeberger blue angel, Milanese 
seahorse  and Milanese pocket trim 

 Alan B. - large feather Torchon mat and feather 
Torchon corner 
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 Lucie C. - knitted purple scarf, 2 Bucks Point 
medallions. Also a wire ladybug  

 Bette C. -hexagon  

 Abigail H. - ―German spider‖ lace strip from old 
peasant laces 

 Silvia F.- Idria circle and collar and a black mouse 

 Tamara S. – angel 

 Libby W. – 3 Bucks Point 

 Susan B. – butterfly and cross 

The meeting adjourned at 11:30am with Rita distributing 
Kathie’s Estate.  
 
 
Submitted, 
Julie Brock, President 
 

 Show ‘N Tell Pictures: 

 

Virgadean Richmond’s Hara Necklace Class 

 

Virgadean R. Hara necklaces 

 

Virgadean R. shawls 
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Julie B. blue angel in Schneeberger 

 

Susan B. - butterfly and cross 

 

Alan B. – feather Torchon corner 

 

Alan B. – large feather Torchon mat 

 

Lucie C. - Bucks Point 
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Julie B. - Bucks Point pocket trim 

 

Julie B. - Milanese seahorse 

 

Bette C. – Bucks Point Hexagon 

 

Tamara S. angel 

 

Sylvia F. – 2 medallions (wire top right), mouse 
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Libby W. – Bucks Point pieces 

 

Kathie Schultz estate 

 

Lia's classes are fast approaching, and if you owe a 
balance please pay it soon. Checks are always made out 
to the Freeway Lace Guild. There is one opening on 
Saturday and Sunday. Cost is $35 per day. Contact Maria 
is you are interested. 
 

Our sincere thanks to Marilyn Niven who hosted Alex 
Stillwell last month. Marilyn provided lunch every day 
and we are all grateful for being spoiled that way. 
 
Don't forget to turn in your registration for the Hedgehog 
Lace-In—classes will fill up fast. Check the Hedgehog 
Lacers website for more information. 

 Future Programs (all classes $5): 

Maria Provencher 
maria@provolace.net or 714.961.8698 

 

July 16– Torchon and other bobbin lace skills 

July 23-24 – Lia Baumeister-Jonker - Bobbin Lace 

Lia from the Netherlands will be teaching bobbin lace at 
Marilyn Niven’s home. The cost: $35/day. Save your 
pennies! She is a fabulous teacher. Registration forms 
will be out at the July meeting. 

August 20 – Show and Tell from Convention and help 
with unfinished projects. 

September 17 – Bobbin Lace for the UFO candleholder 
with Julia Brock.  

 

UFO candleholder 

October 15 – Idrija mouse with Sylvia Fellows 
(tentative) 

November 5 – Lace Day 

December 3 – Holiday Potluck and gift exchange 


